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INTRODUCTION. 


THE P_\.SSIXG CEXTt-R Y. 


The \"onderful Century is before the bar of history. Its 
record shows eyerywhere progress, consolidation. expansion. il1l- 
pro'"ement, Ci,"ilization has spread. barbarism has gi,"en a\\'ay. 
Labor has been restored to its honorable station. and idleness is 
accounted dishúnor. Prh"ilege has been curtailed. liherty has 
,yidened its borders, Slayery has almost disappeared from the 
earth. The beneficent forces are stronger. The comforts and 
con,-eniences of life are increa...ecl and more e\'enly distrihuted. 
Disea":e and pain hm'e been brought under control. 
Life has been made more interesting. Trayel is easier anu 
cheaper. and mankind has become acquainted with the world it 
inhabits. The stars hm'e been discO\'ered, They haye heen 
,,'eig-hed and allalysed. The human mind has e;"panded with 
wider knowledge, 
The railway. electricity and the Postal Cnion haye gone far 
to blend the nations into one. E,"ery day. all round the globe. 
men read the same news. think the same thoughts. are thrilled 
,,'ith the same tidings of heroism or suffering. Human sympathy 
is broadened and deepened, 
Iankind is more homogeneous in 
spirit. Statecraft. literature. society. haye become democratic 
and cosmopolitan. 
The spirit of union dominates the century. The forces of 
disunion and disinteg-ration are eyerywhere routed. 
Iutual 
bene,"olence is organized for greater effectiyeness. rni,"ersal 
education. equality of rights and responsibilities. are principles 
of goyernment. Religion. emphasizing points of agreement and 
ignoring poit
ts of differeace. manifests itself in its works as 
ne'"er before, 
The century spalls the years from Copenhagen to Paarde- 
hurg. from 1\ elson and X apoleon to Roherts and Kruger. As the 
hattle of COl enhagen estahlished the nm'al supremacy of Britain. 
su Paanlehurg welded the empire. one and inseparable. In 
ISOO the principle of a l O l1ited Empire ,,'a... represented by the 
Loyalists of {Opper Canada standing almost alone. In 1900. 
horne by their descendants to the distant plains of South Africa. 
it reached its full frnition in the final chat ge hy tht.> Canad ;a:'s 
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under Otter, on the hanks of the :\Iodder Rin:r. The p] il1ciple 
includes the realization of all that the century stands for-union. 
equal rights, progress, ju
tice. humanity. 
It is my task to say a brief foreword on the pr:ogress of 
Canada ane! especially the county of Elgin. The beginning of 
the century found Ontario almo
t an unbroken wilderness. 
Rare and scanty ,ycre the clearings here a]](1 there along Lakes 
Erie and Ontario, and on the great ri\"ers. The winter express 
from Detroit to York or 
iagara, made its way along the lonely 
forest path. At long inten-als only did he percei,"e the smoke 
rising in the crisp air, from the ho
pitable and welcome cabin. 
The frightened deer bounekd across his path into the deeper 
,,'oods. The bear hybernated in the hollow tree. The long 
howling of the wokes broke on the midnight air. The lynx and 
panther crouched among the branches, ready to spring on the 
t11l\\'ary tra,"eller. The only sign of human life was the Indian 
hunter following the trail of the turkey or wild beast. 
It was in the first year of the century that a yotmg man of 
twenty-nine. gi\"Ïng up brilliant prospects in the army, al:d 
turning his back on society, found his way to the town
hip of 
Yarmouth and began a clearing at or near Port Stanley. \\ïth 
royal dukes for his aeh'ocates, he applied to the Imperial 
authorities for a large grant of land to form a settlement. Two 
years later he succeeded. Yarmouth had been appropriated to 
others, and Colonel Thomas Talbot began his actual settlement 
in Dunwich. In the middle of the century, or more accurately 
in the year 1853. he died. In the same year the separation of 
Elgin from )liddle
ex was completed. and Colonel Talhot's 
. 'capital". St. Thomas, \\-as made the County Town. 
:\' earl y another half century has passed since then, and it 
includes the history of the County of Elgin as a separate 
municipality. 
The death of the eccentric founder of the settlement di\"ides 
nearly equally the histOl-y of the county from the time when its 
only inhahitants were the bear. ,,-olf and panther. to the 
end of the century, which finds the county well cleared and 
culth-ated throughout its entire extent: intersected by splendid 
highways, including the lines of fi \'e raih\"élY companies: peopled 
with a numerous and enterprising commt11lity, Cod-fearing and 
la\\"-abiding, industrious and prosperous. The thri\"ing city of 
St. Thomas, the enterprising and flourishing town of Aylmer, 
and numerous promising \'illages, ach-ancing \\'ith rapid strides in 
magnitude and importance, form centres of population, where a 
century ago the prime\"al silence was unbroken, sa\"e by th 
f,)otfall of the 
Iissi
saga ranging the woods in pursuit of game 
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It was during the first decades of the century that the 
pioneers came. From them the present population is largely 
sprung. Dun\\"ich was the first to be settled. 
--\ few 
immigrants from the Eastern States settled near Port Talbot. 
Then the o,'erflow of settlement from Long Point made itself felt 
in Southwold, Yarmouth, Malahide and Bayham. Before IX20 
the Highland 
ettlements hegan in Aldbor
ugh and Dun\\"ich" 
The \\"anderings of the Kildonan settlers from Hudson's Bay to 
Red Ri,'er. and thence east\yard to Ppper Canada and :-:outh\\"anl. 
to the settlements on Lake Erie, add a tragic episode to the story 
of the pioneers of \Yest Elgin. Their hardships, sufferings and 
heroism can ne,-er be forgotten. :\luch later came the settlement 
of South Dorchester. 
These were the men who felled the forest. let the sunlight 
into the wilderness, drained the swamps, cleared and fenced the 
bush, made the roads and bridged the fords, .. dra,-e out the 
heasts," and established schools and churches. Th
y were the 
sifted grain of Canadian immigration. For the Colonel \\'as 
determined to ha,'e none but the loyal,industrious andenterprisillg, 
and was discriminating in the choice of settlers for this County, 
among the numerous applicants for land. 
Such were the pioneers of Elgin, \Ve inherit the fruits 
of their strenuous toil and struggle. It was they who, 
with dauntless cúurage and unfaltering detennination, hrayed all 
hardships, the loneliness, the priyatio::s. the sufferings of pioneer 
life, that we might enjoy the haryest of their labors. They slept 
on the bare ground in the forest shanty. and he,,-ed \\":th mighty 
toil the log huts. that their sons might liye in framed houses, and 
their grandchildren in houses of brick furnished \\.ith the 
appliances of modern cidlization. They sowed and we reap. 
In the old churchyards at Tyrconnel, New Glasgo,,'. St. 
Thomas, and elsewhere near the lake shore. they rest well after 
their labors. The mouldered headboards hm'e gi,'en way to the 
marble slah or stately monument, that records their brief history- 
that they lh"ed and 
lied. Their true and imperishable mOllt1n{ent 
is the manhood and womanhood of Elgin, the beautiful farms and 
homes, the noble institutions of religion and education. Their 
names will he foreyer honored among the founders of the Canadian 
nation, and after a thousand years men ,,,ill be proud to count 
their descent from the pioneers of Elgin. 
The public buildings of a community are a fair index of the 
character of the people. In this dew, the completion of the new 
Court House is an eyent, and its eyolution, as recorded in this 
yolume, is a study of historical and sociological yalue. 
The new lmilding is adlllirahl
 adapted to the pllrpo
l":-; for 
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which it is intended. It is up-to-date in eyery p3.rticular. \"isi- 
tors from other p3.rts pronounce it, ao;; its predecessor was 
pronounced when first erected. m;e of the handsomest and most 
C0Il11l10jious public building:,; in the Prm-ince. The architect 
and contractors ha,-e done their rart well: but the credit is 
mainly and beyond all due to the public 
pirit of the people of 
Elgin, ,\'110 were resoh-ed that nothiy'g short of best would 
satisfy them, and who were willing to be taxed to a reasonable 
extent upon the sole condition that the building should be well 
and honestly built, be a credit to the county and answer its 
purpose. 
Doubtless hefore another century rolls round, the increasE' 
of population and wealth may call for an enlarged building, but 
it is certain that no changes in architectural science will produce 
one that will better reflect the intelligence and enterprise, the 
,yealth and the culture of the people, than the beautiful and 
commodious structure, which is to-day the pride and the boast 
of the citizens of this county. 


J-'UIl
S H. COYXE. 



The Court Houses of a Century. 


r { 'HE History of the Court House..; of Ontario is closely 
associate
l with thc de,'elopment of the Prm'ince. Th
 
first recognition of population in South \Yestern Ontario 
was the formatioa in ] iSS, of the Di
trict of H
..;..;e and 
the appointment of Justices of the Court of Common Pleas, and 
other officials. 
The only inhabitant..; were in the French settlements around 
Detroit. where the barracks and GO\-erllIuent Honse were 
loc.1tcd. In I ï92 rpper Canada. no\\' Ontario, wa<.; dn-ided into 
nineteen Counties, X orfolk, Suffolk, Essex and 
ent occupying- 
nearly the same territory as the District of Hesse. Representa- 
ti,-es to the ProYincial Parliament were elected at
d. at the fir:-t 
session con,-ened at 
iagara in September, Ii92, an Act ,,-a..; 
passed for building- a Gaol and Court House in e,-ery district, 
and for altering the names of the districts. Hesse '\"as hereafter 
called the \Yestern District, and the Court House at
d Gaol ,\-as 
ordered to be built at Detroit. The Courts wcre held there until 
the e,"acuation of Detroit by the British in I i95, aft2r which 
the
 were held in the Parish of Assumption, no\\' Sandwich. 
D. \\T. Smith, in hi-; Gazetteer of I ï99. states: .. That there is 
a g-ood Gaol and Court Hou
e." in Sandwich. .. situated a little 
below the fort of Detroit, on the east side of the ri,-er. 


The Munro House, 1800-1802. 


r l '" HE (". E. Loyalists settlement of X orfolk commenced in 
I i93, and in I i98 the rapid increase in population was 
recognized hy a di,-ision of the \\"estern District and the 
formation of three Counties, K orfolk. Oxford and 
:\1 iddlescx to be kn(ìwn as the London District. This was 
organi/.ed by the appointment of a general commission of the 
peace a:
d the llcces
ary ufficials. The fir
t meet!lJg of thc 
resident :\Iagistrates was held in the h
H1
.e of Lieutenant ] ames 
:\Iunro. of Charlottedlle. on 1st April, ISOO, for the purrose 
of carrying the Commission into executiun. and the first (
cneral 
Quarter Sessions of the Peace for the District was ordercd to 
he holden at the same place on Tuesclay, the xth clay of April, 
H)OO. 
The l\Innro House ahO\-c referred to, was built in (ï96, 011 
lot q in the 5th concession of CharlutteYille. It was the be::;t 
house which had heen erected up to that time, a11d stands to-day 
as an old land mark, about a half mile hack from the road 
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r,l1lning straight west from \Ïttoria. It is a two story frame 
house of considerable size. The frame was made of hewn timber. 
with bents four feet apart, strengthened by tie girths. morticed 
and tendoned-a maryel of axe man's skill. The planks for the 
floor and sheeting were cut out by the whip saw. The original 
roof is Oil the building at the present time. The shingles are of 
cedar. rudely whittled by the draw knife, and show in places an 
original thickness of o,-er an inch. 
A temporary jail \\'as erected near the house, a log huilding 
fourteen feet by twenty-fi,-e feet. didded into two rooms-one 
for the debtors
 and th
 other for those charged with criminal 
offences This building was erected during the winter of 1800 
by day lahor, and was used for nearly a year. The courts 
were held here- until IH02, \\'hen they were remoyed to Turkey 
Point or Fort Norfolk under the ;uthority of an Act pas-;ed it-t 
the year I So I . 


Turkey Point, 1802-1812. 
r l "HE Courts at Turkey Point were first held in the public 
house uf Job Loder. In IH03 the contract for a court 
house ""as awarded. It was to be a frame building forty 
feet in length by twenty-six feet in width. to be two storie
 
high, the first or lower story to be ten feet between floor and 
ceiLng, and the second or upper story to be eight feet high. 
The original specifications were as follows: ,. The buileling 
to be erecteel on a foundation of white oak timber squared, the 
same to be sound anel of sufficient thickness, the building to be 
shingled anel to haye two sufficient floors, an entry eight feet 
,dele to be made from the front eloor across one enel of the lower 
story, from ,d1Ïch winding stairs are to be erecteel to ascend to 
the second story; t\\"0 rooms are to be partitioned off in the second 
or upper story for juries. Kine windows are to be maele in front 
and ten in rear, of twenty-four lights each, seyen by three. The 
front door to be made of inch and a half plank, six panel, anel to 
haye a good sufficient lock and key. Two windows are to be 
finished in the first story opposite each other, so as to afford 
sufficient light to the bar, besides two windows of fifteen lights 
each behind the J l1dge or Chairman's seat. The rest of the 
windows are to be cased and nailed up for the present. The 
Bar, table. Justices' seat, benches for the bar and a table for 
each jury room, and benches for the same are to be finished; the 
three inside eloors to be temporary: a seat and writing table for 
Clerk. to be made between the bench and the bar. Xote-The 
house to be raised, shingled, \,'eather-boarded and floored, and 
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the bench for the Jucl
e and Justice;-;, Judge or Chaillnan's 
\\"riting desk, Clerk's seat and table, the car and table and 
benches therefor, the four windows below and hYO al:m'e to be 
finished, the rest of the windm,'s cased and nailed up. Thc 
front door to he finished, and the other three temporary doors to 
be made and hung. Comprehends thc present contract proposed 
hy the court to be performed by the next assizes for this district." 
Court:-; ""ere held in this building commencin
 in the year 
I Ro-t-, until it ,,-as appropriated for the use of pri
.otl<.-,rs durillg 
the "'ar of I X 1:2, 


Thz Vittoria Court House, I R 15- 1826 . 
I N I R I 5 an act was p3ssecl which proYided that the courts of 
gencral quarter sessions for the district of London should be 
held at Charlotte\"Ïlle, The :\Iagistrates ""ere ordered to 
make a choice of the most conyenient place, and a meeting 
,,"as accordingly held at the housc of Thomas Finch on the [3 th 
June, 18] 5. John Backhollse, Thomas Talhot and Robert Finch 
were appointed COllllUissiOllers to superintend the huildin
. and 
a brick court house and gaol ,,"as erected at \Yittoria at an expense 
of [<),000. During the erection of the huilding, courts \\"en
 
held in the houses of Thomas Finch, Francis lkaupre and :\Iathias 
Steel. The first meeting of the sessions ,,-as held in the ne\\" 
court house on 8th April, [S 1;, and it \\"as used until] X2Ó, ,,"hen 
it ""as partially destroy;d hy fire. 


The London Court Houses, I 
26-1 
 53. 
A x Act \\"as .then passcd tu establish a District to\\"n in a 
more central place, and courts \\"ere ordered to he held 
in some part of the rL
cn-ationmade for tÎ1e site of a to\\'11 
near the forks of thc Ri'Tr Thames. This ,,-as at London 
"'here four acres were set apart fot the purpo
es of the jail 
and court house, The commissioners appointed 1'01 the purpose 
of erecting the building. Thomas Talbot, 1\Iahlon Burwell. James 
Hamilton, Charles Ingersoll alld John :\Iatthews, held their 
first meeting- in St. Thomas. During- the erection of the court 
house at Londoll, courts \\"ere held in a pri,"ate house at \Ïtturia, 
and afterwards at St. Thomas. Dr. (
. Hodg-ins, in his }-[istOl y 
of Education of lT pper Can3da, states that on one occasion the 
Court of KÏ1]
' s Bench, with J ud
c Sher\\"ood pre
idÏ1Jg alld the 
late Sir John Ben
rley Rohinson in attendallce as Killg-'s Attor- 
ncy, ,,,as hdd in an upper room of a lmildillg used by 
Ir. Stephell 
Randal as a grammar school. This huilc1illg \\"as aftL'n,-ards 
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THE LONDON COURT HOUSE. 
Fn>1II .. ///11.,11 ai, d /_"/1,1"/1: '-"/,)'1 i-:III,'.I. ;;,. /', )"lItis_fi,m /..lIld'>/1 1'1 i/1li/1g a/1d /.illlOgl a/,llillJ{ (',>. 
\ 1_l1l1ift'd. I 
n
mo\'ed to thc school lot near the present residence of Judge 
Ermatinger, and was knO\\ïl as the" Talbot Seminary". 
The first court house in London \\'as constrncted of flat logs, 
and on the ground fluor ",.IS a Jog- partition to separate the 
jail from the jailcr's room. The court room aboye was reached 
hy stairs outside, This was followed by the erection of a t\\"o 
story frame huilding upon the same square where the present 
court house stands, hut c1o
cr to the street. In one end of the 
first floor were placed t\n) cells. \\'hich were rendered more 
secure by being surrounded with logs, from \\"hich the building 
acquired the distinctiye title of .. The Old Log Court Hou
e. .. 
Courts were first held there in I S2S, 
In 1 xJx a new jail was proposed. and in the years ] 8-t-3 and 
] H.1-4 the present jail and court hOllse in London was completed 
at a cost of 1)
,5oo, The latter resembles the castle of 
Ialahide 
near Du hlin, the hirth place of Co!. Talbot. 



The Elgin Court House, 1853- I PgS. 
r r " HE County of Elgin was established by an Act of the 
Legislature passed in August. 185 I. and formed a union 
with 
Iiddlesex until County Buildings ""ere eæcted, The 
prodsional County Council held its first meeting in the 
TO\\'II Hall, St. Thúmas. on April 15th, IK52. The first business 
""as to erect a jail and Court HOl1..;e. Offers of building sites were 
receÏ\"ed from 
Iessrs. Curtis and Lawrence and Benjamin Drake. 
The Curtis sites ,,"ere north of Talbot Street and \\
est of East 
Street. The Lawrence site. two acre:-;. included the lot on ,,"hich 
the Post Office now stands, 1
he Drake site appears to ha"e 
been considered suitable before the count\' wa..; formed as a deed 
from Benjamin Drake to Queen \"ïcto
ia. dated the 25th of 
October. 18-+8, and registered the 30th of October. I
5I, con'"eys 
the Jail and Court House Block to Her :\Iajesty for public 
buildings for county anrl district purposes only, .\ resolutio
l of 
the County Council show:-; that the final accept:l11c
 of thi" site 
dependecl on obtaining water at fifteen fed. fai1in
 this a new 
site was to be chosen. The location for the building on lot 
selected was next considered. 
Petitions to front the buildin
s on Stanley Street ,\-ere 
presented, but they ""ere ordered to face north so a:-; to stand 
parallel with the Talbot Road in front of Queen Street. 
Plan:-- were recei,'ed from architects Thomas and Tully, of 
Toronto, and John Tnrner of Brantfonl. 
The plans submitted by :\Ir. Turner were the same as for 
the Conrt House at Brantfonl. which he was lmildin).?". These 
,ycre adopted \\'ith some clwngb Sl1g-g-l:'sted h
 othcr plans before 
the council. 
The contract was awarded to Garner Ellwood for .(.'-+.5:-\0, 
on the 19th June, I K52. The jail. jailor's hOl1se, dc" to he 
completed by the 15th Septemher follO\ying, and the C0111 t 
House on the 1st Aug-ust. I 
53. 
The Building Committee con
isted of the whole council. of 
which :\Icssrs, Clark and Locker of :\Ialahide, Canson of 
Yarmouth, Skinner of Bayham, :\Iunro of Southwold and Parish 
of St. Thomas. \\"ere the most acti,"e. Thomas Cheeseman was 
the architect's superintendent in charge of the work. 
The jail ""as not completed until the spring- of ISS3. and on 
the 2;)rcl of :\Iarch 
Ir. Ellwood ga,'e up the contract. ,(2. j ó 4 
ha\"Ìng been expended. The \\"arden was then authori7cd to 
proceed ,,"ith the \\"ork which, with the cxccption of minor 
contracts. was completed hy day labor. \\'ith Thomas Fraser, 
huilder, of London, as superintcndent. The Caol as at first 
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WAR:JEN LOCKER, 1852-1855 


erected was not satisfactory, the plan being defecti\Oe. This 
incrcased the cost and when the buildings were completed and 
furnishcd in I 
S-+, the total expenditure was 1" II ,-+05. ::\Ir. 
Elh\'ood in tendering for the buildings was guided by the figures 
supplicd by ..--\rchitect Tt1lII<:r who was then erecting a court 



THE CCWRT HorSES OF \ CEX'lTRY. 


I I 


house at Brantford. In a subsequent report to the council :\Ir. 
Turner states that in the erection of the Brantford building he 
ruined himself, and that he could not haye erected the Elgin 
buildings at a le
s price than they cost the county. 
A Special Committee reported on completion of the ,,'ork: 
.. That after taking into consideratiun the adyance in price ot 
material and lahor-that the buildings haye been erected in a<; 
judicious and economical a manner as the circu mstances would 
admit, and that the heautiful ,,'orkmanship and design is not 
surpassed by any building in Canada west." 


{
- 
""I 
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. 


to 


"f' 


7.. 


.., . "'" I HI" 
I , 


THE ELGIN COURT HOUSE, 186:>. 


The Royal Arms Rampant, which is yery much admired, 
on the front of the Court House. is in size t,,"elye feet hy six 
feet. and cost 1;93, They were supplied hy :\1essrs, Cochranes 
and Pollock of Toronto. from a sketch drm\"tl by :\1 r. John :\1. 
\Valthe,,' who also painted the picture placed in the court room, 
the heauty of which the council acknmdedged by special resolu- 
tion in January I
5S. Sculptured faces "'ere placed in the east 
and \\ est gables of the huildi ng. That in the ,,'est resem hIes 
Lord Elgin, aft
r whom the county "'as named, and the other 
may he architect Turner hut at present nu one seems to know 
definitely who they were intended to represent. 
In I 
53 the Town Hall of the Yillage of St. Thomas was 
secured for court purposes 011 cundition that any fittings. etc.. 
required were to he supplied by the County, and left in the 
building- when court house was complcte(l. Plans of the ne"" 
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D_ J. HUGHES, ESQ., COUNTY JUDGE, 1853. 
buildings and of the town hall \\"ere :,ubmitted to the statutory 
commissioners, and apprO\'ed of as suitable for court purposes, 
On the 30th of September. IXS3, a proclamation \\'as published 
in the Official Gazette. dis
oh"ing the union of Elgin and 
:\1 iddlesex, 
The Officers appointed \\"ere: 
Judge, Dayid John Hug;hes. 
Sheriff, Colin 
1 unro. 
Registrar. Jolm :\lcKay, 
Clerk of Peace. James Farley. 
Clerk of the Court, Peter ),1 urtagh. 
Jailor, John King. 
County Clerk. \\îlliam :\lc Kay. 
Count\" Treasurer, "-illiam Coyne. 
Count}' Engineer, Charles Fra
er. 
During Xoyember. IX53. the offices of the Sheriff. Clerk of 
the Peace and Clerk of the County Court \\-ere located in one 
room in the apartments erected for the Jailor. 
On the 15th of XO\'ember, ISS3, the first court of quarter 
sessions of the Couty of Elgin opened at St. Thomas in the Town 
Hall, Dayid John Hughes. County Judge, presiding. In opening 
the court, the Judge deliyered the follO\\'ing acldress to the 
Grand Jury: 
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G-E:\'TLfDIE:\' OF THE GR.-\:\'D JCRY.- 
.. It is usual for the presiding 1 u
tice at our criminal courts 
to address to grand inque
ts, remarks .upon the duties \\'hich 
hayc to be discharged by them. This Lcing the fir
t time we 
hayc met together in our relati\'c capacities, I think the occasion 
a bccomil1g one for cOl'gratulating you and the inhabitants of 
this finc county in gencl al. in beiug 110\\" 
eparated from the 
senior county for the transaction of all the judicial. municipal 
and other business of our inhabitants. 


THE ELC1N COURT HOUSE BEF;)RE THE FIRE. 


..\ny one whu has lin
d in what wa-- the London district for 
twenty years, and \\"110 will louk Lack upon the timc \\'hen, with 
little better than a mere track to guide or assi
t them, most of 
the 
ettlers \\"ere ohliged to traycl the prime\'al forests to 
distances of fifty or sixty miles to attend courts. and for uther 
purp()
es in the \\"ay of business. aml who nu\\" haye public officcs 
almost brought within n:ach of their o\\"n doors. cannot but ft:el 
thankful that a graciou
 Pw\'idence has fa\'U1cd the country a1lCi 
its inhabitants \\.ith such prospcl ity-a prosl'erity which is 
till 
on th
 increasc, at a ratc 
urpassÌ1:g the expectations of the most 
sangul11c. 


If \\'C look l;eyond the limits of uur own C()t11lty amI \"iew 
the Pro\"ince at large, we sec progl ess and pro:-,perit
, peace, 
cOllll'ntment and general happiness surrounding us. \\'e find 
the minds of the people progre
sing too. for \\"ith a bountiful 
prO\"isiun for schoob and a well ordered sysll'm. the rising 
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g\:'neratiun are enabkd, and doubtless ,\ ill ket.:p pacc with their 
monetary prosperity. 
The encouragement that agriculture has met with in an 
increased demancl for the staple produce of the county, and 
remunerati,'e prices ,yill call for an imprO\"ed system of tilling 
the fields. The encouragement gi,'en to manufactures by the 
increased consumption, justifies enterprise in an increase of 
fabrics: and all the,,'e call forth the necessary supply of improyed 
and cultiyated minds-su that enquiry is awakencd, and thc 
henefi t of our schools and colleges is e'"ery year becoming more 
and more appreciated and \\'ill J;e so much Letter attended and 
encouraged. that they will th...
m
:ch'es improye in their standard 
and tont.:, so that Canada in o;Je or t\\'U g
lIerations wiil cqual. if 
not successful1y ri '"al. parts of the \\'orld \\'hich are 110\\' con- 
sidl:n
(l am01:gst the free
t and 1l10
t contented. 



 


, ;. ' ... .. '.;.' .. 



 



 " 


C::>URT ROOM AF'TEP. THE FIRE, 


\\Te enjoy a liberty in our ci,'il and religious afTairs \\'hich 
admits not only of a freec:om of thought, but action. \\Y e can 
\\"atch our Yen" rulers, ajld ha"e the means in our hands of 
curbit]g USUl pition of po\\'er or infringement.; of rights by thc 
prh"ilege '\"C can exerci
c of apprO\'ÏI,g or di
'appro,'ing of the 
ach'isers of the cro\\"n, \\Y e can wor
hip the Almighty in our 
own ,yay; 110 one yellturiug to disturb or makc us afraid. \\Y c 
can educate our children almost cntirely at the public expensc, 
aml place them \\'ithin reach of the highe...;t honors that their 
talents entitle them to. or that the C0l11ltn" can bestow. The 
time has g-01l(,
 by for those honors to hclm'g only to a class; or 
whl:n promising aspirants can he succes
'fully frO\\"1Jccl upm by 
thosl: who fancy that thcy hold a prc
cripti,"e right to thcm : 
and the time has arri'"l:d for men not to J'e judged by the 
occupations they arl: day by day l:mployed in, hut by the 
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integrity of thcir purposes, the cultiyation of their minds, the 
uprightne
s uf their characters, and their succes:-ifulness in accom- 
plishing some good for themseh-es and their fello\\"-men. 
In entering upon the duties of the office I fill, I must confess 
my misgidngs as to the ability to discharge them aright. They 
are onerous, responsihle, and will be at times arduous and 
dis
gn;::ahle. I depend upon the forhearance of tho:-:e with 
whom 1 shall be brought in contact, and claim their assistance 
and ach-ice when necessity shall suggest it. I dehire to see the 
great hody of the people, ,,-hu:-,e husiness or affairs shall he 
hrought under my judicial notice, satisfied that justice and right 
are aimed at, howeyer. 1 may fall short in administering them, 
and in my magisterial capacity I rely upon the aid of my hrothl'r 
magistrates to further these motÏ\"es; for I doubt not that by 
mutually according to one another, integrity of purpose, (as I 
shall at times desire to attrihute to them) we shall hc able to 
accomp1i:-:h much good in the way of checking yice ancl settillg a 
good example to the se,-eral neighh:Jfho
:ds W
 re:-;p
ctiydy 
inhabit. 
The County Building:,> are not yet quite completed, hut I am 
informed that before the next sessions, the Court may be held in 
them; allfl whcn finishcd I am satisfied they will not be surpassed 
in beauty, con\"enience and comfort by any in the Pro\"ince." 
The first Court of Quarter Sessions was hdd in the Court 
Huuse, un the 5th of January, IX5-+, and on the I Jth of April. in 
the same year, Hon. Justice Draper opened the first Court of 
Assize. Co!. John Prince, V. C., one of the la,,"yers in attcndance 
at this Court. complimented the County on the magnificence of 
the Court House, which, he 
aid, \\'as unsurpassed by any Court 
House in the Proyince. 


On June jth, ISS-+, all of the offices in the Court House 
were occupied, and the huilding completed, with the exception 
of some painting and the erection of the Ruyal Arms. 
The County Buildings remained the same until the gaol was 
rebuilt, and wall erected in I Xj2. This was followcd Ly a ntw 
Hegistry Office in IXj-+, and a Gaoler's residence in IXX9-IX9I. 
On the 1st of July, IXl)X, a fire occurred at midnig-ht, destroying 
thl' roof and upper portion of the Court 1 louse, thl' whull' building- 
heing damag-l'd hy water. 
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NEIL R. DAR
:ACH. 
Architect 


ROBERT CARROLL. 
Lontractor. 



The Elgin Court House, 1898- 1900. 
r I """HE first meeting of the County Council. after the burning 
of the Conrt House, "'as held in the Grand Central Hotel,St. 
Thomas. on July Rth. The In
nrance apprai
ers' award fix- 
ing the amount of damage at S5, 509, \\'as then presented. :\Ir. 
J ,:\I.Green. contractor, \\'as yaluator on behalf of the County, The 
Couaty officials were consulted in reference to temporar
 accom- 
modation, and the Clerk \\'a__ authorized to rent offices from 
:\1r. Charles Spohn, on the 
outh-west corner of \\ïlliam and 
Talbot streets. .-\ special Building Committee was appointecl. 
with po\\'er to emplo
 an architect, \'isit other Court Houses, to 
haye plans prepared. and report. The committee, consisting of 


I 


to.. ......... 
... 
I I r 
.... 


THE NEW COURT HOUSE. 


:\-Iessrs. A. J. Leitch. 
. B. :\Iorris, 1>. Turner, R. Locker. [), F. 
"Yloore, \\7. B. Cole and \\Yardcn Lang. accompanied hy X. R, 
Darrach, architect. and J. _\. Bell. County Engineer, proceeded to 
Brantford, to examine the county huildings, which had recently 
been enlarged. Instruction:o-; were gin
n to prepare p1.l1lS to 
include enlargement of huilding and re-model1ing" Jail and Jailer's 
residence and kitchen. The Count
 C0111lcil met I)n the 2jth 
of July, to recei,-e report presented hy ..\rchitect Darrach. \\'ho' 
estimated the cost of plans suhmittcd at ahout S33,ooo. Opposi- 
tion \\'as offered by some memhers of the Counci1. who \\ ere des- 
irous of limiting th-e cost of huilding tlJ S:?o,OO(), hut the architect's 
plans were adopted. .\ hy-law was passed appointing a special 
huilding committee, and authori7ing the \'"arden to sign contracts. 
The architect's fee ,\'as fixed at 
] ,200 for the \\'hole work, 
Tenders \\'ere recei,'cd. and as all of them excee(kd the architect's 
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D. .J. HUGHES, ESQ., COUNTY .JUDGE, 1899. 


estimate, a special meeting of the Council ""as called for the xth 
of September. to consider the matter. At this session the building 
committee reported in fayor of the adoption of the following 
tenders : 
J. H. :\lcKllight & Co., Toronto. for the wholf' work, with the 
excf'ption of the electric' wiring', iron work and plumbing'. $33,mm 00 
R, A. L. Grey, Toronto, elf'ctric wiring 341i 00 

tacey & Co., St Thomas. iron "..ork .. 1,231 42 
C. T. Bull, St. Thomas, plumbiug'_ 1,047 00 
This report was adopted and contracts signed by all with 
thc exception of ::\1r. Bull. ::\Ir. A. J. Leitch, Chairman of the 
Building Committee, was appointed to inspect the work as it 
progressed. and issue orders for payment in accordance with the 
architect's estimates. Tenders for heating and plumbing were 
receiyed in January, IX99, and contracts awarded-the heating 
to Joseph Harrison for $3,1-+6, and the plumbing to Keith & 
Fitzsimmons. Toronto. for 51, [2:;. The Building Committee 
next considered the question of furnishing, and for the purpose 
of securing information, yisited the court houses in Stratford 
and \\Toocbtock. and in :\Iarch, IX99, tenders ""ere receiyed and 
the follU\\'ing cùntracts awarded: 
J. Acheson. St. Thomas, hardware. ........ ..5 -+00 00 
::\IcDonald & \\Tilson Toronto, gas fixtures. . . h-+S 00 
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The Preston Office & School Furniturc Com- 
pany. for specìal\\"ork.... ..' .... ,..... 2,91)5 00 
And for furniture. desks, etc. . . . . . . . . . . 556 Ro 
The Office Specialty Company. Toronto. for 
letter press, stands. yault fittings, etc. . . . 81)2 50 
Carpet-; and "'indo,,' blinds "'ere procured from J. B. Kay, 
Sün &. Co" Toronto, and rubber matting for the stairs from the 
Üutta Percha &. Rubbcr Co" two clucks for the court room and 
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COURT ROOM. 


council chamber, from \\Y. R. Jackson, Stained glass windo\\"s 
with appropriate designs \\'ere ordered from X 1'. Lyons, 
Toronto. fm the main stain\'ay. one cuntains a picture of the 
old and ne\\" huilding's: the othet-. the names of the County 
Council for the years I :'ìl)s amI I Sl)l). Stone walks around the 
huilding and through the grounds were put down hy the Silica 
Barytic Stone Company, of Ingersoll, at th
 cost of 5.:;jl).02. 
The work of grading thc grounds was completed under super- 
intendence of "', In'ing. 
(J I' ).::\" ] :\" I; P R (lC E 1-:]1 I:\" (;S. 
The Court House was formally opened on \\. ednesday. the 
1.1th day of Dec
ll1her, I X1)9. the uccasion heing the first day of 
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the Court (Jf General Sessions of the Peace, and of the Count
 
Court. 
,The proccedin.gs ,commenced at 2.-+0 p. m. Judge Hughes 
presIded, and on Ins nght was Junior Judge Ermatinger, and on 
his left Sheriff BrO\\"11. 
J l1dge Hughes explained that he had im-ited Rey. Canon 
Hill and \Ïcar-General Bayard tu be present. to assist in the 
opcning proceedings, hut they had other ellgagements and could 
not attend. There ,,-ere pre
el1t Reys. D. R. Drummond. Prof. 
T. L. Fowler, of the Di
ciples College, aI
d Rey. R. 1. \\Tarner, 
1 rillciral of .-\h
la C(Jllege. 


í- 


LIBRARY. 


Rey. D. R. Drummond opened the proceedings with prayer, 
!{e\', Prof. Fowler read the scriptu res, and Re,". Prof. \Varner led 
11l prayer. 
:\Ir. Oscar :\IcKenney. \\Tarden of Elgin County, read the 
fol1O\\"ing address tu Judge Hughes, on behalf of the Count) 
Council: 
.. Before proceeding \\'ith the husiness of the County Court and 
General Sessions of the Peace, the Count\" Council desire to 
congratulate your Honor on your good healt-h and physical and 
mental yigor. which is remarkahle \\'hen we consider that you 
haye occupied your present position for O\'er forty-six years, 
You had the honor of pïesiding at the first court held in the old 
huildings in I X.=;-+ , and hm'e since done much to assist in the 
cle\-e1opment of the county, You ha\"e witnessed many changes and 
can refer to many pleasant experiences which are the accompani- 
ment uf a long anclusefullife. The Court House which we herehy 
fortllally hand on
r to you for Court purposes, is representati\"e of 
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our idea of the ach-ancement made by a wealthy and prosperou
 
commlmity during thc past half a century, 
\\
e hope you may enjoy continued good health, and that the 
remainder of your life may be pleasant and a restful recompense 
for many busy years. 
The members of the Council will make a few remarks as they 
feel it i:-; difficult in a brief address to refer to all the circumstance':..; 
that haye brought us together to-day." 
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COUNTY COUNCIL CHAMBER 


Councillor Frank Hunt ddin
red the oration of the day on 
hehalf of the County Conncil. I Ie spoke as follO\\"s : 
.. Thi
 is an important occasion. Important hccause it makes 
a page in the history of the COllnty. It establishes a milestone 
marking the progress uf a people who first planted ciyilization in 
this county a century ago. The hurning of the old Court House 
necessitated the building of a nc\y one. and this gaye the present 
council the opportunity to erect a building characteristic of the 
people, and of the arts and sciences of this particular period. 
The old court house was emblematic of the pioneers of this 
county. It exhihited wisdum, strellgth and bcauty As much 
as I admire the new structure I am glad the frunt of the uld court 
huuse is preseryed. and will hand down to future ages in its 
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Grecian columns and pilasters, the artistic tast;e of the pioneers 
who could spare from the re\\-ards of unceasing toil money to erect 
a court hOllse that hore the impress of the hest art of their timc. 
The excellence and thoroughness of the structure attest the true 
worth and integrity of the pione:=rs of the County of Elgin. I 
cannot but think. when considering the population and wealth of 
the county fifty years ago with that of to-day, that in the erection 
of the new court house we hm-e spent less for artistic effect than 
did the pioneers. :\Iodenl requirements for the comforts of tho:-:e 
attending courts, or on official husiness, entailed a large expense, 
which was not considered in the erectioa of Iniildings fifty years 


.. 


. 
. 


_ _ _--i- ..... 


COUNTY CLERK'S OFFICE. 


ago. The prm-ision made for ,,-omen during a forced attendance 
at court shows hmy far we hm-e adyanced on one particular 
line. It is a grand building of the utilitariaJl type, and erected 
on such lines that great beauty may be discoyered hy a casual 
glance. I want to say a word in prai..;e of the architect who 
designed the buildit'g aud suren'i:-:ecl its erection to the :-atisfac- 
tion of the Building Committec, The epitaph ill St. Paul's 
Cathedral says: "If you would kno\\' the genius of Chri:-.topher 
\\"ren, look around you," I will say, also, and it is all that is 
necessary, if YOU would know the genius of :\Ir. Darrach, look 
around ;'ou aild 
ee that he is mastcr of his art. 
X cw o('ea
ions tpaeh nt'''' dutil'
. 
TiuH-' makes aJH'it-'Jlt good uncouth, 
\Vt' must upward 
till awl ouwar(l. 
Who wouill reac'h tht, l'{'ahUð of truth. 
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Art, national or indÎ\'iduaI. is till' r,'stllt of a lung' "OUI'S,' of }Jrpviou>> 
lif" and training-: a 1H"',',.sary r"suIt, if that lift, has hppn loyal. amI all 
iJII}Jos"il,h. . Ill", if it has h,".n ha-.:". /\/ls/..m. 
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WINDOW, MAIN STAIRWAY. 


In its im]lortallt I'xalllJlI.'", all mUllÎl'iJial art ,.lloul,1 h,' fit O]lI'lI It 
d,','oration and a ,'ollllll,'morHtioll-it must hPHutify aml..llOuld,.,.!t-hrat..: ! 
thn-.: h,','o]llillg' a ,10uhll' stÎJllulus, fir"t to th" a..stllt.tit, s..IlS,', s",'o]ul h, 
th.. S"]b" of ]latriotis]Il,-J:/{H/
Ii, 1.1, 

,."""...............,. .,' ','
 J 
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I cannot close ,,'ithout reference to His Honor Judge Hughes 
and his long judicial career in the County of Elgin. He opened 
the old court hou:-;e forty-six years ago: he has been spared to 
open the ne,\". In the first courts he grasped by the hand the men 
who planted ci\"ilization on the shores of Lake Erie. He has 
liyed to grasp by the hand their children and grand-children. He 
came here in his early years, a type of that manhood ,yhich comes 
from the chisel of Pericles. and the great masters of the Grecian 
school. He has seen the county a ,yilderness, he now sees it 
populous and wealthy, inhabited by a people educated, indus- 
trious; a people ,\"110 lo\"e Cod and keel' his commandments. 
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COURT H:>U:::E, E=\ST SIDE, SH;)WINQ GAOL ENTRANCE. 


He ha.., left his impres.; 0:1 his county and its people, and can 
it not he said that it has been for the good of society, for the 
happiness and adyancement of the people? His legal knowledge, 
and his great ability is known throughout the Pro\"Ïnce. His 
untiring industry has beeu prO\'erbial. He has administered the 
law with fairness. and tempered justice with mercy. It is not 
contended that he was or is fautless. 
'Vho thinketh a faultless man to foiee ': 
Thinks what ne'er was and ne'er shall be. 
lt is the desire of the council that his learning and great 
abilities may long bE' spared to his fellow-citizens, and that 
An old age serene and bright, 
Lon-'ly m; a Lapland night, 
Shall lead thee to the graye. 
County Councillor J. H, Yar,,'ood yoiced the sentiments of 
l\Ir. Hunt, and extended the congratulations of the county to the 
Judge for the manner in which he had administered the affairs of 
the county, and hoped he ,,'ould be spared for many years. 
County Councillors S, B. :\Iorris, \\T. O. Pollock, D. Lang. 
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".. :\I. Fonl, E, :\Iche1Iar, 1\Iahlon L
 on, J) :\Iocre and -\, J. 
Leitch also deliyered addresses of congratulation, 
Judge Hughes tha:lked the COUllty Council for the priyilege 
of openillg the ncw COlli t House. The county builclillg \yas a 
te:-;timonial to the ach"ancement of the comIty coullcil. He had 
to acknowledge with thanks the many kincf thing...; 
aicl of him 
personally. and of the ,,'ay he had administcred jn
:tice in the 
county. The building is an index. not only of er:terpri
e amI 


, 


. 
 \ 
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GAOL YARD. 


good ta..;te, tut a1:-:0 of cOllception for the conn:n:ellce of those 
\\'ho had to attend the county Imilditlgs to do business. The 
mistake with the old huildillg ,,"a... that Architcct Turner had 
his plans iterferred ,,'ith, and a1I the r()oms, except the court 
room, were hut half the si/.e intended. lIe concurred in a1I that 
had been said of the architect. The contractors, too, had 
performed their ,,'ork ,\'ell. The court huuse was a manifestation 
of the progre
s of mllllicipal institutions. IIc had fOl
nd the 
county council always ready to encourage education and grammar 
schools, and this Imilding ,,-as a monument to their honor. 
The county cuurt was then ()pened hy Court Crier Hopkins, 
,,"hen :\Ir. John Cnndonl, of AyImel-, on hehalf of the har of 
Elgin, ex tended to Judge II ughes their ('ong ra tu1ations upon the 
long term he h
Hl s5,'ed oil th 
 h'::lCh. and upon hi..; di..;ting uished 
sen'ices during tInt time. Thc mcmhers of the har ,,,ere in 
hearty sympathy with alld heartily endorsed the remarks made 
In" the memhers of the COUIIt," council. The memhers of the har 
h;)ped the Judge might he- long span:d to uccupy the high 
positioIl which he did. 
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'r1iF. COn{T IH){"SES OF \ CE:'\'lTJ.:.Y 


Judge Hughes said hc could only express his high applecia- 
tion of the kind things said of him. It was an honor for a 
man to act as judge where there was such a bar as in the county 
of Elgin. He concluded by thanking- :\1 r. Crawford and the 
other members for their kind remarks. 
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F. HUNT, .J, P., HOL.DING COURT IN A GAOL Wl\r
D, AFTER THE FIRE. 


In the en:ning the Judge ente] taineJ the memhers of the 
har and the municipal and judicial officers of the county of 
Elgih at a banquet in honor of the occasion of the re-opening of 
the court house and the -+6th anni\-ersary of his appointment. 
This was held at the Grand Central Hotel. 
All the \\'ork connected ,,'ith the court house imprm"ements 
was completed in the spring of 1900, The final report of the 
Building Committee was not. howeyer presented until the 23 nl 
of Xm-ember. The total cost ""as 
so,95-+, 72. and of this 
amount the city of St.Thomas cuntributed $I2,I7 s . I j. 
The excellent sen-ice rendered to the county by architect 
Darrach was recugnized by the presentation of an address, 
suitably engrossed, expressing the councils appreciatiun of his 
efforts. The report also directed attention to the satisfactory 
manner in which ::\Iessrs. l\Ic IZnight & Co.. the principal cun- 
tractors. who were represented hy the seniùr memher of the firm, 
-:\Ir. R. Carroll, had completed their "'ork, .-\fter the adoption 
of the report a resolution ""as passed tetHlering the thanks of the 
council to A, J. Leitch, Esq.. for his seryices as Chairman of the 
Building Committee. 
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Plan of Court House, 
GROUND FLOOR. 
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BY WHO
I OCCCPIED. 
County Attorne,y and Clerk of the Peace. 
CUUllty Cuurt Clerk. The Y ault wa
 formerl:r used as an office by 
County Court Clerk and Junior Judge. 
Inspectur of Public Schools. Formerly occupierl with vault adjoin- 
iug by Clerk uf the Peace. 
Junior ,J udgt:' 's Office. Formerly occupied: (1) Count
y Treasurer's 
Office, (
) Law Library, (3) Jailer, (4) County Engineer. 
('ounty Treasurer's Office. Used as Registry Office up to 1
75. 
Cuunty ClerIc 
County Ellginet:'r. 
Slwriff. 
Telephone. 13. Janitor, 16, Jailer. lì Jail Kitchen. Origillally 
occupit:'d as Jailer's residence and afterwards as County Clerk's 
and Jailer's Offices. Thf' heatt:'rs are in basement under these 
romns. 
The :o.}Jace occupied by hwatories and main stairway wa:-: fornwrl,r 
the Slwriff's office. 


7, 


--. 
!I. 
10. 
12-1:3. 
1-!. 


FIRST FLOOR. 


I ti. 
19. 
21. 
22. 
2:3 
25. 
l
f), 
2;. 
2s-2H. 


ComIty Judge's Office. 
Barristers 
('rown ('ounseL Fornu:,rl
- County Juòge's Office. 
Law Library. 
Lady WitI)(>sses, Formerly Petit Jury. 
Court Room. 
Witnesses Formerly Crown Counsel room, afterwards law librar:r. 
County Council Chamber. also used for small courts. 
Local :\Iaster. 
Jud, g(-'s Parlur. ì 
Turnk(-'ys. Uriginally occupi(-'d as Jailer's Residence, and 
Petit ,Jury, J aftf'rwarrls as County Judge's Office. 
Gaol Rt or(-'s. . 
The space occupied b
- main stairway was formerly the ('ount:r 
clf'rk's office and afterwards a witness room. 


:H. 
a2. 
:s:t 
M. 


SECOND FLOOR. 


35-.1 I, 
42-.13, 


Janitor's apartnll-'llts. 3; and 41 formerly (-;-ranò Jury Rooms, 
Witness(-'s. 42 was formerly occupied by Local 
luster and after- 
.waròs by County Polic(-' l\Iagistrate, 
Historical 
ociety. 
The spu(,f' occupif'd by main stairway waf' formerly a store room. 
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mtmbtrs of Elgin ßountY ßoundl. 
IS52. 


ALDBOROUGH-Duncan McColl 
DUNWICH-Moses Willey. 
SouTHwoLD-Colin Munro, Nicol McColl 
YARMOUTH-Elisha S. Ganson (Warden), Leslie Pierce.. 
MALAHIDE-Thomas Locker (Warden), Lewis;J. Clarke.. 
BAYHAM-John Elliott, J. Skinner. 
SOUTH DORCHESTER-Jacob Cline. 
ST. THoMAs-David Parish. 


ISqS-ISqq. 


DISTRICT No. 1- (Aldborough) S. B. Morris, Daniel Lang (Wardt'n 1898). 
DISTRICT No. 2-(Dutton and Dunwich) A.J. Leitch, Edward McKt'llar. 
DISTRICT No. 3-(Port Stanley and 
outhwold) William Jackf'on, Donald 
Turnt'r, 1898, Francis Hunt, 1800. 
DISTRICT No. 4-(Yarmouth) James H. Yarwood, Wm. B. Colt', 189R, 
Wm. O. Pollock, 18ro. 
DISTRICT No 6-(Aylmer, Vienna, Polling Sub-divisions I and 2 of Bay- 
ham, and Malahide, except Polling Sub-divif'ion 5.) 
Oscar McKenney, (Wardpn, 189{1) Richard Locker, 1898, 
Mahlon E. Lyon, IRro. 
DISTRICT No. 6-(Springfield, South Dorchestpr, Malahidp (Divi"ion 5) 
and Bayham (except diviFÓons 1 and 2) David F. Moort', 
(Warden, 10(0) Wm. M. Ford. 




